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and urges liim to return and accept the government,
and when all the citizens entreat him too, Kama
replies: '* There is nothing- greater than truth; and
truth should be esteemed the most sacred of all things.
Devoted by promise to my father's commands, I will
neither, through covetousness nor forgetfulness, nor
blind ignorance, break down the barrier of truth. "
(II. cix. 17.)

And you will remember the story   of   Harisehan-

. king of   Oude. who  reigned

Harisehandra.

renowned for beauty and gentleness, and also an
infant son.. In the court of Indra, king of the gods,
Yasisht^who had beenhis guru, boasted one day of the
virtues of his royal disciple. , Thereupon Visv&mifcra,
a rishi distinguished for his malicious, envious temper,
declared that Harisehandra was addicted to false-
hood. A furious dispute arose between the rival gurus,
which ended in an agreement that Vishwamitra should
tempt and try king Harisehandra in every possible
way, to induce him to break his word. If he failed>
he. was to give half his divine powers to Vasishta.
Hereupon Vishwamitra proceeds to the earth to carry
on the work of temptation; while king Harisehandra ivS
warned by a dream of the coming trials ; and his wife>
hearing the dream, comforts him and exhorts him to
hold fast his integrity.

Vishwamitra begins operations by obtaining from
Harisehandra the promise of an immense sum of gold
for the performance of a sacrifice. He then lays waste
the fertile fields of Oudh, so as to reduce the king to
abject poverty, and when the treasury is utterly
empty, comes to him for the promised money, offer-
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